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tional Assembly. The spur to action cane from anxiety to com-
plete its labours before it broke up.1
The framework of government thus curiously created will
next be described. But not least of the legacies of the Bordeaux
Assembly to modern France was the experience of five years of
real parliamentary government. One sovereign Assembly of
elected representatives of the nation had ruled the country and
had achieved the tasks it was set up to achieve. It had been a
truly national body in the sense that noble and commoner,
'notable' and Radical, had met and debated it in, and had
thrashed out in debate usually hectic and often brilliant, the
most fundamental problems of modern France. Princes, Dukes
and provincial bourgeoisie had played their part. In spite of its
constant party feuds it had—almost without knowing it—done
a great work of reconciliation, both social and political. The
Royalist, Chesnelong, pays tribute to the many deputies whose
names do not figure large in histories of the Assembly, yet who
worked modestly and solidly behind the scenes, on committees
and bureaux. The Republican Freycinet points out that the
Assembly achieved precisely the opposite of what it had
dreamed, and that had the Third Republic been born in a
Republican Assembly it would doubtless have been more
elaborate, with declarations of general principle and arrange-
ments so absolute that they would have needed revision in a
few years. The Republic was destined by conditions to
sobriety and moderation, in its machinery and institutions. Yet
like all compromises it satisfied few of its creators. It remained
for many years longer a modus vivendi, a stop-gap accepted be-
cause of necessity. There was for a whole generation every in-
tention of revising it soon.2
The Principles and Institutions
The collective form which emerged from the fierce interplay
of sectional interests and opinions during 1875 may be briefly
1 For the texts of all five Laws, see Duguit, Monnier and Bon-
nard: op. cit., pp. cxliii- clx, 319-35 and Appendix I of this book. The
Assembly finally dissolved at the end of December.
* Cf. C. Chesnelong:  op. cit., p. 210 f., and  C. de Freycinet:

